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Department of Biblical Studies  
 
FACULTY  
Full-time Faculty:  

Frederick Cardoza II, Ph.D., Dean 

Tiberius Rata, Ph.D., Associate Dean 

Mark A. Bowald, Ph.D. 

Anthony Casey, Ph.D.   

Matthew S. Harmon, Ph.D.  

Christine M. Hill, Ph.D.  

Rock M. LaGioia, D.Min. 

 

Part-time Faculty:  

Lonnie Anderson, M.Div., D.Min.  

Kip Cone, D.Min.   

Pete Gross, M.Div., DICS  

Trent Lambert, D.Min. 

Lane Lingolfelter, M.Div., Ph.D. (in progress) 

Karla L. McGehee, Ph.D. 

John Teevan, D.Min. 
 
PURPOSE  
The Biblical Studies Department prepares disciples of Jesus Christ to be servant-leaders both in 
church and society. The Department of Biblical Studies faculty is committed to passionate and 
accurate study of Go�G�¶�V���:�R�U�G�����W�R���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�X�U���I�D�L�W�K���Z�L�W�K���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�R���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�I�X�O��
engagement with the world around us.  

Christianity is a set of beliefs and practices associated with the devotion, worship, and service of 
God. It rests on the belief that the Bible stands alone as the inerrant revelation of God and that 
�-�H�V�X�V���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�H���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���Z�D�\���R�I���U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D���K�R�O�\���D�Q�G���O�R�Y�L�Q�J���*�R�G�����7�K�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��
commitment to these two foundational truths has a direct bearing on all aspects of life�²
intellectual, moral, physical, and spiritual. In a world confused by the marketplace of competing 
ideas, the only real answers to life come from the Word of God, which is the only standard for 
both faith and practice.  

FOCUS  
Foundational to this department is the Word of God�² what it meant as originally given and what its 
significance is today. Learning how to interpret and apply Scripture correctly is the most important 
thing students can learn. That is addressed in departmental courses specifically on the Bible, in 
courses on the cultures and literatures of the biblical world, and in courses in biblical languages. 

Since we live in a real world with complex issues, Christians need to be prepared to handle 
those issues with correct biblical responses. Hence, we offer courses in various areas of 
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theology, apologetics, biblical studies, spiritual formation, intercultural studies, and preaching. 
We emphasize in all our courses putting faith into practice, recognizing the Bible as the ultimate 
and inerrant authority. 

MAJORS AND MINORS  
The department offers seven majors: Biblical Studies, Intercultural Studies, Youth Ministry, 
Educational Ministries, Bible Translation, Sport Ministry Studies and a Bible major (this latter 
major is available only to those who are also enrolled in another non-Biblical Studies major). 
There are also four minors: Biblical Studies, Biblical Languages, Youth Ministry Studies, and 
Intercultural Studies. Students majoring in Biblical Studies programs are encouraged to double-
major. Our programs are especially crucial for those desiring to serve the body of Christ as 
pastors, professors, youth workers, missionaries, etc., but our mission reaches beyond that. We 
want to prepare leaders for a variety of roles in society. In �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V��world, the study of Scripture 
and faith is excellent preparation for all who wish to impact society with the gospel of Christ. 

Generally, the education offered by this department is not terminal, in the sense of providing 
everything students need for ministry. Further study is encouraged, such as that offered at the 
seminary level. But the departmental curriculum is designed to provide the best possible 
foundation for future study and ministry. Note that graduates of the Biblical Studies Department 
may gain advanced standing in Grace Theological Seminary. 

VALUES-DRIVEN CURRICULUM 
The Biblical Studies Department is driven by the following values: 

1.  We seek to offer students a comprehensive introduction to biblical studies and related fields 
within an evangelical framework. With so many topics to cover and with a limited number of 
hours that students may take in three or four years of college, our curriculum is designed to 
be compact yet complete, efficient yet excellent. 

2.  We seek to model before students what it means to apply our minds at the highest level 
possible in the study of the Bible and related subjects, while having hearts deeply committed 
�W�R���W�K�H���*�R�G���R�I���W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H�����:�H���Z�D�Q�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���E�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���D�Q�G��
�W�R���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K�� 

3.  We seek to guide students in developing an approach to biblical studies that is informed by 
scholarship. We encourage students to be well read and familiar with sources for 
understanding Christianity and the Bible. Morgan Library has an excellent collection in the 
field of biblical studies. Department courses will generally require significant research in the 
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PROGRAMS 
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science Degree:  Students completing baccalaureate 
�V�W�X�G�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���H�D�U�Q���D���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q���D�Q�\���R�I���R�X�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P majors listed in the next section 
�H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���³�0�$�-�2�5�6.�  ́  
 
Master of Arts in Ministry Studies:  The MA in Ministry Studies (MAMS) is a 36-hour online 
program designed to provide professional and practical training for those who are pursuing or 
are already involved in church ministry. This degree will prepare and equip ministry leaders with 
the necessary personal, professional, and theological training for their unique Christian calling 
within church ministry or human services. The program goals are designed to augment and 
support the mission of Grace College and Grace Seminary. 
 

 The MAMS strikes a balance between foundational theological preparation and real-life ministry 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���D�G�G���W�R���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���J�D�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���*�U�D�F�H�¶�V��
undergraduate biblical studies programs and to train those who have not pursued 
undergraduate training in biblical studies for positions of support and leadership in the local 
church. Graduates of the Department of Biblical Studies may gain advanced standing in Grace 
Theological Seminary. 

 
Accelerated Master of Arts Degree : Students have the opportunity to pursue a Master of Arts 
degree in either Local Church Ministry or Intercultural Ministry from our residential seminary while 
purs�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q���%�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���6�W�X�G�L�H�V�����,�Q�W�H�U�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���6�W�X�G�L�H�V�����(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�L�Q�L�V�W�Uy, 
Youth Ministry, Bible Translation, or Sports Ministry. This accelerated degree can be completed in 
four years, with the last two years being enrolled in both the College and the Seminary. 
 
Accelerated Master of Divinity Degree : Students have the opportunity to pursue a Master of 
�'�L�Y�L�Q�L�W�\���G�H�J�U�H�H���Z�K�L�O�H���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���D���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V��
degree majors: Biblical Studies, Intercultural Studies, Educational Ministry, Youth Ministry, Bible 
Translation, and Sports Ministry.   
 
Students can get their Master of Divinity concentrations in the areas of Pastoral Studies, 
Intercultural Studies, Exegetical Studies, and Pastoral Counseling. Students can complete this 
in five years, and in the fifth year they are a seminary student only. 
 

MAJORS 
The majors consist of 14 three-hour courses for a total of 42 hours, in addition to the language 
requirement. 
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Educational Ministries Major  
The requirement for a major in Educational Ministries is 45 hours in the department, including 
the following courses:  
Bible Courses  

BBL 2011 Understanding the Old Testament I 
BBL 2013 Understanding the Old Testament II 
BBL 2020 Understanding the New Testament 
BIB 3290 New Testament Bible Exposition 
BIB 3310 Old Testament Bible Exposition 
BBL 3090 Spiritual Formation 
BIB 2250 Understanding and Engaging Culture 
BBL 4810 Senior Seminar 

Specialization Courses  
PSY 3260 Biblical Psychology 
PSY 2360 Child and Adolescent Psychology 
BBL 2050 Relational Skills for Ministry 
BBL 2030 Foundations of Educational Ministry 
BBL 2040 Foundations of Ministry Leadership 
ICS  3110 Intercultural Communication 

 
Choose two of the following 

PHI 3050 Apologetics 
BIB 2310 History of Christianity 
BBL 3000 Theological Systems 
BBL 3010 Defining Doctrines of the Christian Faith 
BBL 3140 Biblical Backgrounds 
BIB 4060 Expository Preaching 
ICS 3000 World Religions 
MIS 2080 Teamwork and Leadership Training 
MIS 2010 Introduction to World Missions 
MIS 3220 Principles and Practice of Prayer 
BHS 2520 Leadership Principles and Development 
SOC 2100 Marriage and the Family 
COM 2160 Small Group Communication 
COM 3460 Organizational Communication and Behavior 
COM 3030 Persuasion 
BHS 4050 Addiction Treatment  
PSY 3440 Process and Techniques of Counseling 
SED 1000 Teaching School in America 
SED 2200 The School Age Child 
SED 2210 Responsive and Differentiated Instruction 
SED 2400 Exceptional Needs 
SED 2500 Teaching in a Pluralistic Society 
SED 2600 Teaching and Learning 
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Bible Major  
Designed for NON Biblical Studies Majors wishing to double major in Bible.The requirement for 
a major in Bible is 33 hours in the department, including the following courses:  
Bible Courses  

BBL 2011 Understanding the Old Testament I 
BBL 2013 Understanding the Old Testament II 
BBL 2020 Understanding the New Testament 
BIB 2310 History of Christianity 
BBL 3010 Defining Doctrines of the Christian Faith 
BBL 3090 Spiritual Formation 
BIB 2250 Understanding and Engaging Culture 

Specialization Courses  
BBL3140 Biblical Backgrounds 
BIB 3290 NT Bible Exposition  
BIB 3310 OT Bible Exposition 
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Youth Ministry Studies Minor  
The requirement for a minor in Youth Ministry Studies is 18 hours in the department, including 
the following courses: 

BBL 3010 Defining Doctrines of the Christian Faith  
BIB 2140 Evangelism and Discipleship  
YMI 2140 Foundations and Philosophy of Youth Ministry 
YMI 2240 Strategies for Church and Campus Youth Ministry 
YMI 3240 Counseling and Communicating with Contemporary Youth 
YMI 3140 Cross Cultural Youth Ministry 

 
Biblical Languages Minor  
The requirement for a minor in Intercultural Studies is 21 or 24 hours in the department, 
including the following courses: 
Option 1 (Greek  Emphasis)  

GRE 1010 Greek I 
GRE 1020 Greek II 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
In the following courses, students will be explorers (not just observers) in the study of the Bible. 
The goal is to become skilled in interpretation and wise in application. Courses will focus on 
breadth and depth of learning, so that students are capable of dealing with both specific and 
global issues in the text. 

Biblical Studies  
BBL  2011 Understanding the Old Testament  I 
An introduction to the Pentateuch and the Historical Books of the Old Testament with special 
reference to background, historical setting, literary composition, theology and message. After 
successfully completing this course, the student should be able to demonstrate a knowledge of 
background issues which introduce one to the study of various concepts of the Old Testament, 
the historical milieu of each Old Testament book studied, the purpose and general content of 
each Old Testament book studied, the use of the Old Testament in modern ministry, and the 
foundation the Old Testament provides for the New Testament. Three hours. 
 
BBL 2013 Understanding the Old Testament II  
An introduction to the Poetic and Prophetic books of the Old Testament with special reference 
to background, historical setting, literary composition, theology and message. After successfully 
completing this course, the student should be able to demonstrate a knowledge of background 
issues which introduce one to the study of various concepts of the Old Testament, the historical 
milieu of each Old Testament book studied, the purpose and general content of each Old 
Testament book studied, the use of the Old Testament in modern ministry, and the foundation 
the Old Testament provides for the New Testament. Three hours. 
 
BBL  2020 Understanding the New Testament  
This course introduces the New Testament with special reference to background, historical setting, 
literary composition, theology, and message. After successfully completing this course, the student 
should be able to demonstrate a knowledge of background issues which introduce one to the study 
of various concepts of the New Testament, the historical milieu of each New Testament book 
studied, the purpose and general content of each New Testament book studied, the relationship 
between the New and Old Testaments, and the use of the New Testament in modern ministry. 
Three hours. 
 
BBL  3000 
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BIB 3310 Old Testament Exposition  
Foundational principles of effective Bible study will be applied for personal study and Bible study 
leadership. Observational skills of the English text of the Old Testament will be developed 
through hands-on activities and assignments. Hermeneutical principles will be applied to various 
biblical genres with the goal to equip the learner to interpret the text based on its 
historical/cultural and literary context. Application of the meaning of the text for spiritual 
formation will be emphasized as well. Prerequisites: BIB1050 and BIB2010. Three hours. 
 
BIB 4060 Expository Preaching and Teaching  
This course combines both theory and practice. It introduces a functional methodology of 
organizing and developing the elements of a sermon. It examines issues of bridging exegesis 
and exposition as well as the application of biblical truth and the effective delivery to listeners. 
Approximately one-third of the course is devoted to a lab setting where lessons and sermons 
are video-recorded and critiqued. Prerequisites: COM1100, BIB1050 and BIB2010. Three 
hours. 

Educational Ministries  
BBL 2030 Foundations of Educational Ministry  
This course exposes students to learning theories and educational practices that can be applied 
to ministry settings. Learning theories help teachers understand how humans acquire new 
knowledge and embrace truth for transformational life change. This course will address not only 
inner processes that bring about growth, but also the environmental and social influences that 
can either promote or hinder wholistic learning that results in biblical wisdom. 
 
BBL 2040 Foundations of Ministry Leadership  
This course looks at the life of Jesus to learn from Him as the Master Teacher, Leader and 
Discipler. Students will explore Scripture and the lives of other godly men and women to gain a 
composite picture of leadership that addresses heart issues in the lives of people they will lead. 
Leadership from a biblical perspective will be countercultural and address issues of pride vs. 
humility, how we view failure/success and taking initiative in a Spirit-driven process. Students 
will have the opportunity for hands on integration of theory with practice as they process the 
course concepts in life with others in a relational context of ministry. 

BBL 2050  Relational Skills for Ministry  
 Theoretical principles of interpersonal communication and conflict management skills will be 
applied to ministry settings in order to equip the learner to work more effectively with a variety of 
people in diverse settings. Through course material, individual reflection, and small group 
experiences, learners will explore the biblical foundations of relationships, personal relating 
style, small group dynamics and roles, and conflict management skills. The focus of this course 
contains principles for evaluating relational maturity, elements that help and hinder spiritual 
community and skills for dealing with conflict in healthy ways utilizing effective communication 
skills necessary for personal and ministerial development. Three units. 
 
See School of Behavioral Sciences, School of Education, and School of Arts & Sciences 
catalogs for additional course listings. 
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grammar studies inductively from the reading selections. Students will be introduced to the basic 
literary and electronic tools currently in use in Hebrew language studies. Prerequisites: none. Three 
hours each session. 
HEB 2020 Hebrew Exegesis I  
Students will seek to build on the foundation learned in the first two semesters of Hebrew and 
increase their knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, and syntax. Students will translate selections 
from the Old Testament, discovering translation techniques. Special focus will be placed on the 
theology and homiletical treatment of the book of Jonah. Prerequisites: HEB1010 and 
HEB1020. Three hours. 
 
HEB 2080 Hebrew Exegesis II  
Students will undertake critical and exegetical studies of portions of the Hebrew OT. By 
analyzing the major exegetical and theological problems against the historical background of the 
selected passages, students will discover theological, expository, and practical values of doing 
Hebrew exegesis. Prerequisites: HEB1010, HEB1020 and HEB2010. Three hours. 
 
LNG 4500 Articulatory Pho netics   
Students will introduce the student to the sounds used in spoken languages.  The student will 
be trained to recognize, produce, transcribe, classify and describe words.  The student will get 
intensive practice in using the full International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for the whole range of 
sounds used in human speech. Two hours. 
 
LNG 4520 Syntax and Morphology  
Students will learn the fundamentals of analyzing the grammatical and morphological structures 
of languages.  The student will gain analytical skills developed through graded problems based 
on a wide variety of languages. Three hours. 

LNG 4700 Introduction to Sociolinguistics  
Introduction to language as a social phenomenon dependent on age, gender, social class, 
status, setting, and topic, with special attention to multilingual societies. Two hours. 
 
LNG 4800 Learner -Directed Second -Language Acquisition  
This course quips the student for success in learner-directed acquisition of language/culture 
without dependence on formal classroom instruction, especially in little-studied languages with 
few or no published pedagogical resources. The core of the course is an intensive language 
practicum (40-45 hours), working with a native speaker of a language that is very different from 
languages the student already knows, in sessions led first by a teaching assistant and later by 
students. Separate lecture-discussion sessions present the theoretical foundation for the 
practicum. An understanding of second language acquisition is instilled that combines 
Sociocultural Theory with the psycholinguistic study of comprehension and production along 
with a detailed multi
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YMI 2140 Foundations an d Philosophy of Youth Ministry  
Students will explore the modern history of youth ministry and will evaluate the four primary 
approaches in current use in light of biblical principles. Students will seek to understand 
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PHI 3050 Apologetics  
The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introductory survey to the defense of 
the Christian worldview in its contemporary postmodern context. The course will cover areas 
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