
EMPLOYEE’S WITHHOLDING ALLOWANCE CERTIFICATE

1. Number of allowances for Regular Withholding Allowances, Worksheet A

Number of allowances from the Estimated Deductions, Worksheet B
Total Number of Allowances (A + B) when using the California
Withholding Schedules for 2017  

OR
2. Additional amount of state income tax to be withheld each pay period (if employer agrees)asimated DTfor 2017  

OR



EXEMPTION FROM WITHHOLDING (continued): Under the Service Member Civil Relief Act, as amended by the Military Spouses 
Residency Relief Act, you may be exempt from California income tax on your wages if (i) your spouse is a member of the armed forces 
present in California in compliance with military orders; (ii) you are present in California solely to be with your spouse; and (iii) you 
maintain your domicile in another state. If you claim exemption under this act, check the box on Line 3. You may be required to provide 
proof of exemption upon request.

IF YOU NEED MORE DETAILED INFORMATION, SEE THE INSTRUCTIONS THAT CAME WITH YOUR LAST CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENT INCOME TAX RETURN OR CALL THE FRANCHISE TAX BOARD (FTB).

IF YOU ARE CALLING FROM WITHIN THE UNITED STATES	 800-852-5711 (voice)
800-822-6268 (TTY)

IF YOU ARE CALLING FROM OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES  (Not Toll Free)	 916-845-6500

The California Employer’s Guide, DE 44, provides the income tax withholding tables. This publication may be found on the 
Employment Development Department (EDD) website at www.edd.ca.gov/Payroll_Taxes/Forms_and_Publications.htm. To assist 
you in calculating your tax liability, please visit the FTB website at 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml
http://www.edd.ca.gov/pdf_pub_ctr/de44.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Search/Index
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Search/Index


INSTRUCTIONS — 1 —  ALLOWANCES*

When determining your withholding allowances, you must consider 
your personal situation:
— Do you claim allowances for dependents or blindness?
— Will you itemize your deductions?
— Do you have more than one income coming into the household?

TWO-EARNERS/MULTIPLE INCOMES:  When earnings are derived 
from more than one source, underwithholding may occur. If you 
have a working spouse or more than one job, it is best to check the 
box “SINGLE or MARRIED (with two or more incomes).” Figure the 
total number of allowances you are entitled to claim on all jobs 
using only one DE 4 form. Claim allowances with one employer. 
Do not claim the same allowances with more than one employer. 
Your withholding will usually be most accurate when all allowances 
are claimed on the DE 4 or Form W-4 �led for the highest paying job 
and zero allowances are claimed for the others. 

MARRIED BUT NOT LIVING WITH YOUR SPOUSE: You may 
check the “Head of Household” marital status box if you meet all 
of the following tests:
(1) 	 Your spouse will not live with you at any time during the year;
(2)	 You will furnish over half of the cost of maintaining a home 

for the entire year for yourself and your child or stepchild who 
quali�es as your dependent; and

(3)	 You will �le a separate return for the year.

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD: To qualify, you must be unmarried or 
legally separated from your spouse and pay more than 50% of the 
costs of maintaining a home for the entire year for yourself and your 
dependent(s) or other qualifying individuals. Cost of maintaining the 
home includes such items as rent, property insurance, property taxes, 
mortgage interest, repairs, utilities, and cost of food. It does not include 
the individual’s personal expenses or any amount which represents value 
of services performed by a member of the household of the taxpayer.

(A)	 Allowance for yourself — enter 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       	 (A)

(B)	 Allowance for your spouse (if not separately claimed by your spouse) — enter 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               	 (B)

(C)	 Allowance for blindness — yourself —  enter 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                	 (C)

(D)	

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml





